
Annex A 
 

09 June 2021 
Planning Committee 
 
Supplementary Matters to be considered as part of Planning Officer's Report on 
Planning Applications. 
 

S1  Item  01 

51680/001/FUL 

Havant Thicket Winter Storage Reservoir, 
Manor Lodge Road, Rowlands Castle 

 
UPDATE 
Havant Borough Council Planning Committee resolved to GRANT PERMISSION for 
both the reservoir application – APP/20/00990, and the associated pipeline 
application – APP/20/00991, in accordance with the officer recommendation. The 
officer recommendation is identical for this application and is found on pages 121-
135 of the agenda. 
 
Update to paragraph 7.318, in relation to financial contributions to Hampshire 
County Council in relation to Public Rights of Ways and improved cycle and 
pedestrian routes in Staunton Country Park 
 

 £177,702 for upgrade and maintenance of Bridleways 120 and 123, linking 
the western boundary of the site to Waterlooville, and Bridleway 121 (from 
Swanmore Road to junction with Bridleway 120) following completion of the 
Embankment phase of development and prior to the commencement of the 
Visitor Centre phase of development;  

 £212,508 for improved cycle and pedestrian routes in Staunton Country Park 
connecting to the reservoir site prior to the commencement of the 
Embankment phase of development (which will incorporate implementation of 
the diverted bridleway through the site);  

 £349,400 for maintenance of the diverted Bridleway 120 through the site 
upon completion of the diverted bridleway.  

 
 
AMENDMENTS RECEIVED 
None 
 
 
FURTHER CONSULTEE COMMENTS 
Highway Authority comments: Confirmation that the financial contributions outlined 
above are acceptable, and will be secured by a legal agreement 
 
 
FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS 
Nine further representations, including one petition have been received which raise 
the following points: 
 

 OFWAT have stated that the reservoir is not needed to supply Portsmouth 
Water customers but only those of Southern Water. 
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Officer comment:  As outlined in the report the application would provide a 
stable water supply for both customers of both Portsmouth Water and 
Southern Water. As outlined in both companies Water Resources 
Management Plans, the reservoir storage capacity will enable Portsmouth 
Water, as part of the bulk water supply agreement to Southern Water, to 
hand over the current abstraction from the River Itchen (which is in Southern 
Waters supply area). The bulk supply transfer from Portsmouth Water to 
Southern Water will therefore comprises a range of sources, including the 
stored water from the reservoir, which would consider demand and supply 
across the distribution network. 
 

 Lack of leisure activities in the proposal and have been misled by Portsmouth 
Water. 
Officer comment:  This matter has been considered in detail in section (iv) 
Leisure and recreation provision, paragraphs 7.153 (page 79 of report  – 
7.175 (page 84). 
 

 Loss of Ancient Woodland and wildlife is unacceptable.  
Officer comment:  This matter has been considered in detail in section (ii) 
Impact upon the character and appearance of the landscape including on 
Ancient Woodland, Conservation Area and Registered Park and Gardens and 
section, and (iii) Impact of the development on ecology. 
 

 Concerns that the public have been misled regarding the whole project, as 
Southern Water are currently consulting on alternative uses in its Water for 
Life documentation, which includes a new pipeline from the Site to WWtW at 
Otterbourne, and the potential for the reservoir to be filled with ‘recycled 
water’ from Budds Farm.  
Officer Comment: The document is currently a consultation being 
undertaken by Southern Water to explore schemes to address predicated 
water shortages in its region, this is a consultation document only which does 
not impact on the current planning applications before the LPA’s. In addition, 
any change in use of the reservoir would require planning permission, which 
would need to be accompanied by an Environmental Statement, Water 
Framework Directive, and Habitat Regulation Assessment. 

 

Online petition 
 
An online petition has been submitted by the ‘Stop the Chop’ group, which 
has been signed by 4,150 people. The petition states (summarised): 
 

We are a group of local people who are desperately trying to prevent the destruction 
of 14 hectares of ancient woodland and grassland at Havant Thicket and Staunton 
Country Park.  

Portsmouth Water is proposing the construction of an immense deep water storage 
reservoir on the Hampshire site, with the purpose of servicing the projected water 
shortages of neighbouring counties of the South East. Local people will not only lose 
their local woodland, live under the shadow of an enormous reservoir but the water 
held will not even be designated for their use. 
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And although we fully understand the importance and need for water conservation in 
a time of such drastic climate change, Portsmouth Water do have other options and 
methods available to them. 

At a time when the protection of mature trees and established ecosystems has 
never been more prevalent, the conservancy of our most precious ancient woodland 
at Havant Thicket and throughout the UK is also an intrinsic part of the fight against 
the climate emergency. 

“Havant Thicket is this special place that forms part of the historic Forest of Bere 
which dates back almost a thousand years to 1086," the Woodland Trust said. 

It is one of our rarest habitats. It has lain undisturbed for centuries, evolving into a 
delicate eco-system capable of supporting thousands of species of birds, mammals, 
invertebrates, lichens, mosses, flowers and plants. 

Havant Thicket is well documented as having 15 species of bat, including 
Bechsteins Bat (All Bats are Protected), Nightjars (Endangered), Glow worms 
(Drastically Declining), Adders (Endangered), Hazel Dormouse ( Endangered), 
Woodcocks, Slow worms  to name just a few. Their habitats will be lost and wildlife 
will be sadly displaced. 

The area is very popular with local residents, used for rambling, picnicking, kids 
play, dog walking, forest bathing etc. It is a much needed idyllic getaway from the 
encroaching built-up area of Leigh Park, Waterlooville and Portsmouth. 

Although there will be access to the site once built, local communities have been 
misinformed that the reservoir will be available for recreational use, as no swimming, 
water sports or fishing will be allowed on the grounds of "safety issues" due to the 
depth of the water, strong underwater currents and how cold the water will be.  

Not only will the residents lose their ancient woodland but the reservoir is proposed 
to be built very very close to local houses and Portsmouth Water have not fully 
informed local communities on the impact of having a reservoir constructed on their 
doorstep, including possible flooding risks and inevitable rises in home insurance.  

This may seem like ‘just another petition’ for ‘just another local woodland’  in a place 
you’ve never heard of, but we all need to get together and stop this ongoing 
National trend of losing our green spaces in the UK. Because soon it will be a small 
woodland on your doorstep too…  

Please help us in preventing the destruction of Havant Thicket, help us keep our 
residents safe, help us save our local wildlife and keep this rare and beautiful natural 
habitat for our local communities and our future generations. 
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Please help us make Portsmouth Water responsible for protecting wildlife and 
conserving ancient woodland and ecosystems. Help us to get Portsmouth Water 
to  invest in using a different option rather than taking the cheapest one and flooding 
our ancient woodlands… 

Together we can do it.  

Ancient woodland once gone, can never ever be replaced!  

STOP THE CHOP! 
 
The petition can be found at the following link: 
https://www.change.org/stopthechophavantthicket 
 

Officer comment - The matters raised in the petition have been considered in detail 
within the officer report. 
 
CHANGES TO RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 

 


